Sir, We turned with excitement to Michael Wadsworth's annotation' having awaited a response in the BPA's Journal to the recent reports which have highlighted the dramatic differences in children's health across the social classes and the increasing severity of child poverty in the United Kingdom.2 We were impressed with the evidence of the wide range of measures of health in childhood related to social background that have long term implications. We were disappointed, however, not to find guidance for paediatricians on the causes of the inequalities and on the action we should take individually and as an organisation to redress them.
It will be important to provide accurate evidence of demographic changes in child health, particularly as they affect child nutrition and growth so that the effects of interventions can be evaluated. But surely paediatricians should also look to their response to inequalities now. We suggest that though action should be political and the BPA should make its views clear to government, this is not enough. We must respond through the health service by analysing:
* The structure of our service-is it accessible and meeting people's needs? Do 
